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Individual Learner Differences
Autumn Term 2026/27

Tutor: Dr. Szabó Fruzsina
Office Hours: Monday 12.00-13.00, Tuesday 12.00-13.00 or by appointment
E-mail: szabo.fruzsina@arts.unideb.hu
Time: Tuesday 10.00-11.40
Place: Room 121

Course description and aims

The course aims to introduce students to the concept and types of individual learner differences (ILDs). Besides providing an overview of the different types of ILD variables that include cognitive, affective and other types, participants will discuss ways of assessing and coping with these variables. The course will provide ideas, methods and means of exploiting, expanding and training them – as appropriate – in the classroom. The course will also familiarize students with the most important learning difficulties of dyslexic learners, highlighting how these learners’ special needs can be accommodated in the language classroom.

Weekly schedule of classes
WEEK 1 (08/Sept)
Individual learner differences in SLA - Overview of the course
Setting the framework, terms
Organising discussant teams

WEEK 2 (15/Sept) INPUT
Intelligence, aptitude, personality and age of onset
Dörnyei 2005 pp. 4-50.

WEEK 3 (22/Sept)
Motivation theories – Fundamental issues
Dörnyei 2001 Motivational strategies in the language classroom pp. 5-30.

WEEK 4 (29/Sept)
Motivational strategies in the L2 classroom 
Dörnyei 2001 Teaching and Researching Motivation book 103-130. (pdf pp 118-145)

WEEK 5 (6/Oct) INPUT

Motivation and motivating in the L2 classroom 2 - Task evaluation and design
Anxiety

WEEK 6 (13/Oct)
Learner strategies - Fundamental issues
Oxford 1990 pp. 1-35. 
Oxford 1990 pp. 37-55. 





WEEK 7 (20/Oct)
Consultation week - NO CLASS


WEEK 8 (27/Oct)
Oxford 1990 pp. 135-150. 
Learner strategies - Assessment and training


WEEK 9 (3/Nov) 
Learning styles - Fundamental issues and awareness-raising/expansion of learning styles
Dörnyei 2005 pp. 120-161.


WEEK 10 (10/Nov) 
Learners with special learning needs (dyslexia) - Fundamental issues (to be discussed)


WEEK 11 (17/Nov)
Learners with special learning needs (dyslexia) - Accommodations for dyslexic students
DysTELF2 http://dystefl2.uni.lodz.pl/  Unit 3-4 


WEEK 12 (24/Nov) differentiation
Learners with special learning needs (dyslexia) – Teaching techniques, Differentiation


WEEK 13 (1/Dec)
End-term test – e-learning, online

WEEK 14 (8/Dec)
Course evaluation, wrapping-up ILDs



COURSE ASSESSMENT will be based on 
· class participation
· discussant team presentation
· the end-term test
Maximum 3 absences are allowed without having to account for them including absences due to illness. 
Please note: If your proficiency in English is below the standard, it may influence your final grade on the course.

Class participation includes attendance and taking the role of a discussant (in a team of 2/3). For the latter role students can sign up. After consultation with the course tutor, discussants should prepare and present readings and/or some interactive tasks related to the topic/readings of the sessions. 

The tasks may be the following
* true/false statements
* comprehension check questions (done in pairs or groups)
* asking course participants to reflect on their personal experiences where appropriate
* designing a mini-test/questionnaire for the class where appropriate
* using quotes from the reading and getting participants to discuss them
* getting participants to write a set of guidelines 
* drawing a diagram or visual representation of the theory/framework described in the readings
* getting participants to find supporting evidence for statements lifted from the readings
* making an interactive glossary of the most important concepts/terms mentioned in the readings
 
All the set readings will be made available in the elearning system.
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