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Linguistic Patterns in Technical Texts: An ESP Analysis Across Genres 

This study plans to explore the linguistic patterns in technical texts, focusing on their 
use and challenges within the English for Specific Purposes (ESP) framework. It will 
examine various genres, including specifications, user manuals, and error messages, 
to identify problematic linguistic areas that affect clarity and usability. Specialized 
analysis of error messages will involve ontology creation, semantic mapping, and a 
survey to assess user comprehension. Peer assessment data will also be 
incorporated to understand how engineers identify and critique linguistic issues. By 
prioritizing linguistic analysis across genres, the research aims to contribute to a 
deeper understanding of linguistic challenges in engineering texts and provide 
actionable insights for improving technical communication. 

The presentation will provide a short background on the topic, the current research 
questions, and planned methodologies. The first version of the ontology of error 
messages will also be shown to explain the context and the semantic relationships 
between concepts and how the linguistic aspects will be built into the framework for 
the categorization of error messages. 


