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Heads of the 
Department of English (1938-1990)

Fest Sándor (1938-1944)

Hankiss János (1945-1946)

Országh László (1946-1950, 
1957-1968)

Egri Péter (1968-1972)

Katona Anna (1972-1974)

Némedi Lajos (1974-1976)

Pálffy István (1976-1989)

Virágos Zsolt (1989-1990)

Abádi Nagy Zoltán (1990)
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Directors of the Institute of English and American 
Studies (1991-)

Zoltán Abádi-Nagy (1991-1992)

Zsolt Virágos (1992-1993)

István Rácz (1993-1998) 

Péter Szaffkó (1998-2008)

István Rácz (2008-2016) 

Tibor Laczkó (2016-2019)

Venkovits Balázs (2019-)



Inauguration of 
Dr Sándor Fest 

30th September, 1938

He was head of the 
Department of 

English between 
1938-44. 

The English teacher 
training program 

was launched with 
eight first-year 

students and a very 
small teaching staff: 
Sándor Fest had only 

one, later two 
instructors, to help 

him in his work.



Inauguration of Dr Sándor Fest 
30th September, 1938



Professor László Országh

Head of the Department of 
English between 1946-1950 

as well as between 1957-
1968.



László Országh at the Rollins College, Florida in 1930-32 as a New York 
Institute of Education grant holder



Some more relaxed moments of his life



Professor István Pálffy

Head of the Department of English between 1976-1989,
Director of the Institute for Western Languages and Literatures 

between 1984-1987, Chair of the Department of British Studies between 
1991-1992



Professor Zsolt K. Virágos

Head of the Department of English 
between 1989-1990,

Director of the Institute for 
Western Languages and 

Literatures between 1987-1990,
 Director of the Institute of English 

and American Studies between 
1992-1993, 

 Chair of the North American 
Department between 1992-1997 

and between 2000-2001



Professor Zoltán 
Abádi-Nagy

Head of the Department of 
English in 1990,

Director of the Institute of 
English and American 
Studies between 1991-

1992,
Chair of the North 

American Department 
between 1991-1992



Professor István Rácz

Director of the Institute of 
English and American 

Studies between 1993-1998 
and 2008-2016,

Chair of the Department of 
British Studies between 

1993-1998



Dr. Péter Szaffkó

Director of the Institute 
of English and American 

Studies between 1998-
2009,

Chair of the Department 
of British Studies 

between 1998-2009 



Dr. Péter Pelyvás

Acting Director of the Institute of English and American Studies 
between 1st September, 2010 and 31st March, 2011



Dr. Tibor Laczkó

Director of the Institute of 
English and American 

Studies 
between 2016-2019,

Chair of the Department of 
English Linguistics

between 1995-1998 and 
2011-2017



Dr. Balázs Venkovits

Acting Director of the 
Institute of 

English and American 
Studies 

between 2019-2022,
Director of the  Institute of 

English and American 
Studies from 2022 

to the present



Professor Anna Katona (front row, middle), former head of the 
Department of English between 1972-1974

On revisiting Kossuth University she is seen here in the company of 
Professor Pálffy (right, back row) and four of her former students.



Some milestones in the history of the institute



Leonard Vincent 
Appleyard UK’s 

ambassador to Hungary 
between 1986-1989 visits 

the Department of 
English, Kossuth Lajos 

University in 1988



The Centre for 
English Teacher 

Training (CETT) at 
the Kossuth Lajos 

University was 
founded by the 

Hungarian 
Ministry of Culture 
and Education and 
the British Council 

in 1991 as a 
response to the 

pressing need of 
English teachers 

after the 
abolishment of the 

compulsory 
teaching of Russian 

as a foreign 
language.

The director of 
CETT was József 

Csapó. 



An article from Napló 
commemorating the 
60th anniversary of 

the foundation of the 
Department of 

English. 



A marble plaque commemorating László Országh was placed in the 
hallway of the Institute in September, 1998.

Seminar room 119 of the Institute of English and American Studies 
now bears his name.



János Péter Sós, president and CEO of Akadémia Kiadó and Péter 
Szaffkó, director of the Institute of English and American Studies 

unveiling the plaque in 1998



In 2007, on the centenary of his birth the "high street" of the main 
campus at the University of Debrecen was named after László Országh.



The number of students at the Department of English was gradually growing. 
In the front row teachers of the Department, from left to right: 

Paul Aston, Anna Katona, László Országh, István Pálffy, Béla Korponay, and 
József Csapó. 

(Main Building of Kossuth University, 1966)



Official presentation of books worth $4.000 donated by the USIA, 
Washington,D.C. as a result of a request implemented by Professor 

Zsolt Virágos. Donna Culpepper, Cultural Secretary of the US 
Embassy-Budapest also attended the reception. (November, 1992)



Opening ceremony of the Resource Centre, 1996
From left to right: Dr. György Bazsa, rector of Kossuth Lajos 

University, Dr. József Csapó, director of CETT, Dr. Paul Dick, director 
of the British Council, Dr. István Rácz, director of the Institute of 

English and American Studies)



Conference of the European Society for the Study 
of English at Kossuth Lajos University in 1997



Zsolt K. Virágos, István Rácz, Péter Szaffkó, and István Pálffy at the 
panel celebrating the 60th anniversary of the foundation of the 

Department of English in 1938. 

(September, 1998) 



Opening ceremony for the exhibition of 20th century 
Mexican painters on posters 

May, 2012



Anniversaries and Retirements



Anniversaries and Retirements



Anniversaries and Retirements





Christmas party; front row from left to right: Béla Hollósy, József 
Gellén, Judit Szabó-Pap, Zsolt K. Virágos, and Erzsébet Lindenfeld.



Student chorus at the Christmas party in 1964





English Majors’ Week 2001





…and more parties









Halloween parties, 2020s



Campus Festivals, 2010s-2020s



Campus Festivals, 2010s-2020s





Researchers’ Nights
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