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This dissertation aims to investigate the sociolinguistic variables that influence the 
use of and the attitudes towards English singular they. After providing a historical 
overview of the development and present-day status of singular they in English, the 
main goal of the dissertation research is to investigate the contexts in which 
Hungarian English as a Foreign Language learners use (or do not use) singular they, 
what affects their choices and their attitudes towards it.  

This presentation focuses on Hungarian EFL learners’ language proficiency level as 
a variable affecting the use of singular they.  Altogether, three types of data have been 
collected so far: 1) with the help of a fill-in the gap test to examine participants’ use 
of pronouns in a guided setting, 2) by compiling and partly analysing a corpus of 
written texts (one- or two-paragraph-long texts and an essay) for pronoun usage, and 
3) interviews with participants’ self-reports on how attitudes towards such language 
usage impact their pronoun choices. The presentation will display the current state 
of analysis of the collected data and will show the plan on how to progress with the 
research in the future. 


