Preschool children’s irony comprehension

Szabéné Habok Marianna
Supervisor: Dr. Toth Eniké
University of Debrecen
Doctoral School of Linguistics
24 March 2023

Irony is an intriguing phenomenon. It is widely employed not only in literature as a literary device,
but also permeates everyday conversations. Irony always involves an opposition, a contradiction
between what is said and what is meant. Thus the comprehension of irony is a complex cognitive
process, where a range of individual differences are at work. In general, children appear to have
difficulties with the comprehension of irony. According to Peterson et al. (2012), acquiring this
competence signals a major milestone in the development of their cognitive skills. My presentation
capitalises on preschool children's irony comprehension. First, the most prominent models and the
major components of irony comprehension are introduced. Additionally, recent experiments
conducted within this field are presented. Finally, a small-scale pilot-study assessing the impact of
parents' attitudes towards irony on the quality of children's irony comprehension is reported on.
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