AN5108OMA
The Mental Lexicon and L2 Vocabulary

Acquisition

Instructor: Szabó Fruzsina
Time: Monday 14.00-15.40, Room 109
Office Hours: Mon 10.00-11.30, Tue 12.00-13.30, by appointment
E-mail: szabo.fruzsina@arts.unideb.hu
___________________________________________________________________

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND AIMS:
The aim of the course is to familiarize students with current issues and experimental findings of psycholinguistic research related to the organization and function of the L2 mental lexicon as well as with some of the latest research results concerning the learning and teaching of L2 vocabulary. The following questions will be addressed: How is our mental lexicon organized? How is semantic and formal knowledge represented, and how can we access lexical information? How does lexical memory work, and what intralingual issues represent a challenge in the memorization of L2 vocabulary? The course will offer a survey of research into the learner’s lexical development with special regard to the role of form and meaning in the function of the mental lexicon. The application of new technologies in L2 vocabulary acquisition will also be discussed. The course comprises seminar input with active participation in class discussions. Micro-teaching practice and project work are also expected of all students to ensure maximum coverage of the syllabus.
Under the current regulations, the course is planned to be a face-to-face, classroom-based course, HOWEVER, if due to the pandemic we have to switch to remote teaching, PLEASE be prepared to use the University of Debrecen E-Learning system at elearning.unideb.hu.
In case of such a switch, the course evaluation methods (e.g., for class participation) and grading rules may be subject to change. You will be notified of these changes by the instructor if needed.
It is our shared responsibility to observe effective hygiene rules and follow the relevant government, university and faculty regulations regarding the pandemic. If you become ill or experience any symptoms, please stay home to protect others from infection.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Attendence and active participation in class discussions are expected of all students. In order to accomplish the course successfully, each student will be requested to do all of the following three tasks:  

1. Oral presentations
Each participant is expected to give 1-2 (PowerPoint-supported) presentations of 20 minutes each on a topic chosen by him/her from the readings assigned on a weekly basis (see the detailed course material in electornic format).
2. Printed (as well as electronic) handouts: facilitating the understanding of the presented material
a) Each presentation must be supplemented by printed handouts. 
b) The handouts must also be emailed to the course teacher (the week after the presentation), who will post them on his supplementary materials page, thus making them available for all the group members in an electronic format too. 

Please make sure that you comply with the format described below:

Format of (electronic) outlines:

1. Length: 2-4 pages (as the topic requires)
2. Font type: Times New Roman 12 (1.5 spacing)

3. Student’s name in the top left corner

4. Author’s name and the full title of the source at the top of the page centralized
Even though it is not obligatory, you are also welcome to send your presentations. They will also be uploaded, thus facilitating your peers’ preparation for the mid-term or the end-term test. 
3. Written tests

On the basis of the  materials covered, students will write a mid-term and an end-term test which cover the materials discussed in the course.
ASSESSMENT:

Assessment will be based on:
a) Quality of the oral presentations (presentation, content and 

linguistic well-formedness + quality of the handout)  

30 %

b) Contribution to discussions




  
10 %



c) Mid-term test result






30 % 

d) End-term test result






30 %
of the final grade.
Grades will be granted as

90% up: excellent;  80% up: good;  70% up: average;  60% up: poor, below 60%: fail.
Please note: Students are advised that the quality of their written and spoken performance will count significantly toward their final grade.
Reading

The reading materials necessary for the course will be provided in an electronic format.
Course Content and Schedule

	Week
	Date
	Lesson topic

	1.
	Sept. 7
	Orientation; Introduction to the course
Effective presentation, course-material. What is mental lexicon?

	2.
	Sept. 14
	What does it mean to know a word? 

Which words and how many words to teach? - selecting and organizing vocabulary



	3.
	Sept. 21
	Ways of vocabulary teaching



	4.
	Sept. 28
	The role of context in vocabulary learning. Incidental and intentional vocabulary learning



	5.
	Oct. 05
	What makes a word easy or difficult to learn?



	6.
	Oct. 12
	Mid-term test

	7.
	Oct. 19
	Memory processes in vocabulary acquisition, 

	8.
	Oct. 26
	The mental lexicon

	9.
	Nov. 02
	Consultation week 

	10.
	Nov. 9
	Strategies for learning and remembering vocabulary

	11.
	Nov. 16
	New Technologies in vocabulary acquisition

	12.
	Nov. 23
	Testing vocabulary



	13
	Nov. 30
	End-of-the-term test



	14
	Dec. 7
	Summing up, assessing students’ work, evaluating the course.




