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In this course devoted to the genre of the Künstlerroman, the basic issue addressed will be whether there are specificities/what kinds of specificities there are on the basis of which the female Künstlerroman as a subgenre can be defined. To explore this question, after a theoretical introduction to the genre and to the nature of (female) autobiography, texts by women writers of diverse backgrounds will be read and discussed: British (contemporary: Margaret Drabble), New-Zealander (Janet Frame), West-Indian-British-Parisian (Jean Rhys), American-British (Sylvia Plath), and American-Chinese (Maxine Hong Kingston).

The course is open for both for 1st- and 2nd year MA students, but both in terms of schedule and grading their syllabus is different. Watch out for the details appropriate in your case.
Students must be also aware that their oral and written linguistic proficiency will contribute to their grade.
Requirements

Course requirements

Presence at classes: no more than three absences are allowed. Each 100-minute slot counts as one presence or absence. Not submitting the due number of response papers/presentations counts as absence.
Participation in classroom discussion: the student is expected to take an active part in classroom discussions. This activity contributes to the seminar grade. This is valid only for the proper classroom classes. 

Assigned reading: The seminar format and the reading requirements suppose that the assigned text(s) should be read for the class. Tests on the assigned readings can be expected at each seminar. The result of these tests contributes to the seminar grade. This is valid only for the proper classroom classes.
Distance learning requirements: a response paper has to be written in relation to each assigned text (or text and film together). Each response paper counts 10% of your grade.

Only for 1st-year MA students: Term essay (research paper): the student is expected to write a take-home essay of about 2,000 to 2,200 words, related to the course in its approach and thematic concerns (40%). 

The essay must be written in the form of a research paper. Secondary reading and scholarly documentation, conforming to the requirements of the MLA Style Sheet, are required (MLA style sheets and handbooks are available in the department library). In their research papers students are required to cite at least five proper academic sources like books, book chapters and/or journal articles of academic standard, that is, referenced secondary material should either be borrowed from the library or downloaded from an online database that meets scholarly requirements (such as JSTOR, EBSCO or Arts and Humanities Full Text [ProQuest]). Quotes taken from printed or online sources such as Wikipedia, Enotes, York Notes, etc. will NOT be accepted as relevant secondary material. 

Plagiarism and academic dishonesty will be penalised as described in the Academic Handbook of the Institute (see also below). The essay is to be submitted by the defined deadline, otherwise the grade will be lowered (see below). The essay will only be accepted in a worprocessed (typed) format.

The cover sheet of the essay must contain the following statement: “Hereby,I certify that the essay conforms to international copyright and plagiarism rules and regulations,” and also the signature of the student.

The essay must not be a repetition of what has already been discussed in class, but should be based on original and independent research.

In terms of essay writing skills you are expected to utilise what you have acquired at academic writing courses.
Please note that each and every course component above is obligatory: the failure to meet any of these requirements (class attendance, small tests, home essay/research paper, end-term test) will jeopardise the completion of the course. Out of three course components – small tests, research paper/essay submission, end-term test – only one re-sit or re-submission will be granted at the end of the term; failure to meet more than one requirement will automatically result in overall failure. Please also note that there is no make-up for insufficient class attendance or in case you fail to submit your research paper (term essay) by the defined final deadline.
Essay style-sheet: 

for simple page references use brackets in the body of the text;

use notes only if you mean to add information that would seem a deviation in the text;

sample references in brackets:

(Smith 65); if there are several works by the same author choose a key word of the title of the book: (Smith, Good 65), or if it is an article: (Smith, “Further” 65).

sample bibliography entry:

referring to books: Smith, John. Good Ideas. Place: Publisher, Year.

referring to articles, poems, etc.: 

in volumes: Smith, John. “Further Good Ideas”. Editor of volume (if relevant). Volume Title. Place: Publisher, Year.

in journals: Smith, John. “Further Good Ideas”. Title of Journal 2.4 (1996): pages.

Plagiarism and its consequences

Students must be aware that plagiarism is a crime which has its due consequences.

The possible forms of  plagiarism:

1.  word by word quotes from a source used as if they were one’s own ideas, without quotation marks and without identifying the sources;

2.  ideas taken from a source, paraphrased in the essay-writer’s own words and used as if they were his/her own ideas, without identifying and properly documenting the source.

Plagiarism, depending on its seriousness and frequency, will be penalised in the following ways:

1.  The percentage of the submitted paper will be reduced.

2.  The essay will have to be rewritten and resubmitted.

3.  In a serious case, this kind of academic dishonesty will result in a failure.

4.  In a recurring, and serious case, the student will be expelled from the English major programme.

Essay submission policy 

1. Deadlines must be observed and taken seriously;

2. The research paper submitted more than six weeks later than the deadline cannot be considered for course work;

3. The research paper submitted in less than six weeks after the deadline will be penalised by a reduction in the percentage (the extent of the reduction is defined below: see “Grading Policy”);

4. In exceptional and well-documented cases, the extension of deadlines can be requested of (negotiated with) the course tutor well in advance (definitely not after, or on the day of, the deadline).

5. When submitting your essay, follow this procedure:

a. either submit it in person to your course tutor

b. or give it to any member of staff of IEAS, asking him/her to write the precise time of submission on the cover page; to sign the submission time; and to put the essay either in my postbox in Rm 111/1 or on my desk in 116/4. NEVER put essays in the box in the corridor, and certainly not without a colleague’s signature and indication of submission time!

c. if you finish your paper at the weekend, and Monday submission would matter from the point of view of how many points you would lose due to late submission, you are allowed to submit your research paper electronically, but even in that case, you have to submit your hard copy on the first working day; in this case, the cover of your paper must contain yet another declaration: “Hereby I declare that the electronically submitted version and the hard copy fully match each other.”

Assessment of the Research Papers
The essays must have a clear statement of theme, preferably in the form of a thesis paragraph, and all the further statements must be related to this central topic or question. The text (arguments, agreements and disagreements) must be organised coherently so that the point you make and your flow of thoughts must be clear for the reader. The essays must, naturally, be finished with a well articulated conclusion which is supposed to be the culmination of your proposed arguments.

The essays will be assessed on the basis of the following criteria:

 the articulateness of the thesis of the paper;

 the clarity of the position you take;

 the quality of the arguments;

 the use and integration of your secondary sources into the essay;

 the coherence of the structure;

 scholarly documentation;

 the level of your language.

The essays will not be evaluated on the basis of what your tutor’s position is in a certain (and often controversial) issue, so feel free to elaborate your own ideas—but do it in a sophisticated way. 

Grading Policy: 

1st-year students
	GRADING POLICY
	

	classroom work 
	11%

	minor tests
	4%

	Response papers (5)
	50%

	research paper
	35%

	Total
	100%


	Research paper evaluation

	Statement of thesis
	5

	Quality of argument
	10

	Coherence of structure
	10

	Scholarly documentation
	5

	Level of language
	5

	Total
	35


	Essay late submission reduction 

	Delay (days)
	Reduction

	1–2
	2

	3–5
	5

	6–9
	10

	10–14
	15


	Grades

	87-100%
	5

	75-86%
	4

	63-74%
	3

	51-62%
	2

	0-50 %
	1


2nd-year students
Grades
	Course components
	

	classroom work 
	11%

	minor tests
	4%

	Response papers (5)
	50%

	Total
	65%


Grades
	Percentage
	Grade

	57-65
	5

	49-56
	4

	41-48
	3

	33-40
	2

	0-32
	1


	Class
	Date
	Assignment

	1.
	12.02.
	Orientation, introduction to the course

	2
	19.02.
	Tillie Olsen, “One out of Twelve” (an essay; in: Reading Woman); on-line: http://books.google.hu/books?id=-D5Mvd2HL3IC&pg=PA22&lpg=PA22&dq=Tillie+Olsen%2C+%E2%80%9COne+out+of+Twelve&source=bl&ots=eO9W9TZ8j2&sig=EZ5gGg3eZSWfrrBx1VPxEVhTqnc&hl=hu&ei=nSCGTIK_JsTEswaI_LSaBQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CBUQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=Tillie%20Olsen%2C%20%E2%80%9COne%20out%20of%20Twelve&f=false; Alice Walker: ‘In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens’ (an essay; in: The Norton Anthology of Women Writers – multiple copies, not on loan); on-line: uploaded on instructor’s website

Helene Cixous: “The Laugh of the Medusa”; on-line: uploaded on instructor’s website

	3.
	26.02.
	Charlotte Perkins Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper” 

Isak Dinesen, “The Blank Page” (both in: Reading Woman)

	4.
	04.03.
	Kate Chopin, The Awakening

	5.
	11.03.
	Jean Rhys, Smile, Please

	6.
	
	Consultation week: no class

	7.
	
	Sylvia Plath, The Bell Jar

	8
	
	Janet Frame, To the Island

	9.
	
	Margaret Drabble, Waterfall

	10.
	
	Maxine Hong Kingston, The Woman Warrior

	11.
	
	A.S. Byatt, “Morpho Eugenia” (in: Angels and Insects – library) AND: Philip Haas’s film adaptation of “Morpho Eugenia”: Angels and Insects – a comparative analysis of the text and the adaptation

	12.
	
	For 1st-year students: essay writing week
For 2nd-year and PhD students: evaluation 

	13.
	
	Essay submission deadline as defined in e-learning

	14.
	
	Evaluation

	
	
	Final essay submission deadline as defined in e-learning


