THE EYE: SAMPLE READING TEST

PART 1

You will read a text about a dog-race in Canada. For questions 1-9, choose the one best answer (A, B, C or D) to each question. Write your answers onto the SEPARATE ANSWER SHEET. Answer all the questions on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text.

	A
	Of the 28 muffled competitors lined up by Main Street ready to head out for the toughest dogsled race in the world, the Yukon Quest, Catherine Pinard, 32, was my favorite because she was chillingly intimate: “I feel so nervous I’m almost sick,” she admitted. I stood on the start-line in temperatures of -20C cheering her as the countdown began. Catherine’s 14 dogs tugged yelpingly at her sled and the 500-strong crowd – huge by local standards – writhed with good-natured small-town excitement. “Three... two... one... off!” 



	B
	Catherine sped away in a flurry of silent snow, heading for the interior of a province so vast and so sparsely populated that the figures are simply astounding. Yukon is Canada’s westernmost territory, a wild land more than twice Britain’s size, yet with a population of just 32,000.

 

	C
	This is the landscape of Jack London’s Call of the Wild, a place I had flown 12 hours to find – ten to Vancouver, two more north. And here at last was Whitehorse, Yukon’s low-rise capital hugging the banks of the legendary Yukon river, a town holding about three-quarters of the territory’s entire population, its grid of streets layered with icing-sugar snow.



	D
	Dead in front of me, race sleds were heading out at three-minute intervals, taking on the annual Quest’s incredible 1,000-mile (1,600km) challenge, a wild dash north then west across icy emptiness between Whitehorse and Fairbanks, Alaska: one year it goes one way; the next year, the other. It’s a race of maybe 12 days, competitors hauling 113kgs of supplies, sleeping on the trails, dog and man keeping each other alive just as they did in the days of the Gold Rush. History lives right here and, though the first prize is a meaty $40,000, that’s not the point at all. 



	E
18
	Earlier, I’d spoken to Frank Turner, a veteran Quester, who explained the almost mythical importance of this event to Yukon’s soul. The Quest, it seems, is a celebration of the useful dog, a demonstration of its place in wilderness history. Without dogs, there would have been no Gold Rush, no mail in winter, no pioneer supplies. No Whitehorse. 



	F
	“Maybe you get four hours sleep in 24,” Frank growled. “It’s tough on yourself, your ability to manage your emotions. You fall asleep on the sled. At night, the coldest times, we keep on moving. The lack of sleep hurts you.”

 

	G


	Sitting in Frank’s warm wooden house, listening to him articulate the reality of wilderness was reason enough to be in Yukon. And then came personal experience. The whole point of Yukon is that they still mine gold and they still race dogs, so the territory lives with its own sense of history. But they also give tourists a go at the reins, so reality warps pleasantly at this point. I went out into the wild with my own sled and a guide who was 2.08m tall and weighed 109kg – the kind of frontiersman Jack London wrote about. 


	H
28
	Ian McDougall, 55, as well as taking tourists out from the Sky High Wilderness Ranch, just outside Whitehorse, traps for a living. So 20 miles out on the trail we checked his lines and found a fox frozen in the deep snow, neck snapped clean by iron hoops. With one hand, Ian hauled the corpse to his sled and threw it in to trade in town later, its pelt a prize worth maybe $300. That night we sat in a tent by a wood stove, with logs we’d chopped and water from a hole we had hammered in a frozen stream.



	I
	Do you see? I was camping at -20C with my own dog-team and a trapper chewing the fat. Next day, I flew an hour north to Dawson, Yukon’s second “city”, with a population of just over 1,800. It’s a place of dirt roads and boardwalks, the spot where they discovered Klondike Gold in 1897, and where 35 families still dig it out and make a good living, though it’s mechanized now. There are also decent hotels, a casino called Diamond Tooth Gerties, and Jack London’s cabin to look round. Dawson is also mid-point for the Quest, so if you take a room here you can watch competitors stumble in for a mandatory 36-hour stopover while vets check the dogs.


1. Which of the following best describes the audience watching the competitors who are lining up for the race?
A. cheering Catherine Pinard alone



B. reasonably excited about the event
C. pushing others out of the way to see the start 
D. screaming and shouting with joy 


2. Which is true of Yukon?
A. It has an extremely low population density.
B. Its capital city is named after a character of Jack London’s. 
C. The most astounding figures of the race come from there.
D. It lies in the central part of Canada.


3. Whitehorse, the capital city of Yukon
A. lies at the lowest point of the province.
B. has not got any skyscrapers. 
C. is far from the River Yukon.


D. lies to the north of Fairbanks, Alaska


4. Which is NOT true about the quest? 
A. It is a form of preserving traditional values. 
B. The first prize compensates for the hardships to a certain extent.
C. It follows the same direction every year.
D. It is a demonstration of the value of the dog in this territory.


5. its in line 18 (paragraph E) refers to
A. the quest




B. the celebration
C. Yukon’s soul




D. the dog


6. What is the most recent source of income for the people of Yukon? 
A. teaching tourists dog sledding
B. trapping animals for food and skin
C. breeding race dogs
D. taking tourists hiking in the frontier


7. The word haul in line 28 (paragraph H) could best be replaced by:
A. fetch





B. kick
C. push





D. drag


8. Dawson, Yukon’s second city, 
A. cannot provide a source of income for its citizens any more. 
B. has got fairly good facilities for pedestrians. 
C. has got several tourist attractions.
D. has got about half as many inhabitants as the capital city. 


9. The best title for this passage would be: 
A. Triumph of perseverance over nature
B. A husky race across Yukon
C. In the footsteps of gold miners 
D. The frontier of Canada

PART 2
Some phrases have been removed from the text below. Read the text and decide which gaps (10-19) the phrases (A-L) fit in. There are TWO extra phrases that do not fit in any of the gaps. Please note that some of the phrases may begin a sentence. 

Waiting for Godot

Thematically pairing two very different plays and running them in repertoire has become a popular and rewarding exercise. At the increasingly confident Northampton Theatre Royal, director Rupert Goold has come up with an Irish season that comprises the obvious: Conor McPherson's The Weir - and the less obvious: Samuel Beckett's Waiting for Godot. I have not seen the former, …10…

Goold takes some liberties, beginning the evening with the image of a small boy sitting quite alone, …11…, in a derelict building (in fact the pub setting for The Weir) and the design sets the piece firmly in a familiar rural Irish landscape of rocky outcrops and decaying stone walls, …12…. This may reduce the feeling of anxiety of the piece but …13…. 

David Ganley's bumbling, childlike Estragon and Paul McCleary's absurdly optimistic Vladimir are like a couple of chancers who lose their way home from the pub one night and find themselves …14…. Their quiet acceptance and resignation tinged with terminal despair is oddly moving. 

The genuine sense of human beings made of blood and beating hearts exacerbates the horror, too, as Gerard Murphy's tyrannical Pozzo passes through and Estragon and Vladimir stand by and do nothing to help the downtrodden Lucky. 

…15… is to make the audience complicit* in the waiting of Estragon and Vladimir. There is never any doubt that what we are watching is a play: …16…, and the pair's antics** clearly belong to the music hall. 

It is a performance. But a performance that we all share, just as we share …17…. Estragon and Vladimir are waiting for Godot. We are waiting for Waiting for Godot to end. …18… there is doubt in my mind that it ever will. …19… it is a huge relief. I mean that as a compliment. 

*Complicit: participating in a wrongful act
**antics: attention-drawing, wildly playful or funny act
A. for a terrible moment 
B. it greatly increases its sense of humanity

C. the curtain comes up and down between acts

D. when the curtain finally comes down

E. abandoned forever in one place waiting for the elusive Godot

F. with its unbelievable sense of humour 

G. rather than the traditional no-man's land

H. captured by the infinity of being

I. watching and waiting
J. but the latter is a cracker

K. what Goold's production does exceptionally well

L. the waiting and the uncertainty

Answer Key

Husky race:

1B

2A

3B

4C

5D

6A

7D

8C

9B

Waiting for Godot

10 J

11 I

12 G

13 B

14 E

15 K

16 C

17 L

18 A

19 D

