EYE READING-WRITING: SAMPLE TASK
Write a summary of the text below in ca. 150 - 180 words using your own vocabulary. Copying whole clauses or sentences from the original text is NOT ALLOWED.

Remember that a well-written composition has an introduction, a body and a conclusion. Pay attention to the principles of relevance, coherence and cohesion. Please also observe the norms of format requirements: paragraph-subdivision, MARGINS, LEGIBLE handwriting, etc. Use British or American English consistently.

	Please write your NAME and NEPTUN CODE at the top of the separate answer sheet.




THE GREAT AMERICAN GARAGE SALE (357 words)

Not long ago, Charles Erickson and his family decided to do some spring housecleaning: Sorting through their possessions, they came up with some 1,500 old, unwanted or outgrown items - a baby crib, worn rug, lamps, tennis racket, life preserver and all sorts of other odds and ends they wanted to dispose of. The Ericksons decided to have a "garage sale." They posted home-made signs throughout the neighbourhood, ran an advertisement in the local newspaper, then set out the collection of unwanted objects on the front yard of their suburban home, and waited to see if anyone would come. The Ericksons needn't have worried. Eager buyers grabbed up all but 50 of the items in one weekend, leaving the family $442 richer. 

Garage sale, yard sale, basement sale, patio sale, porch sale - whatever they're called and wherever they're held, Americans are having them in ever-increasing numbers.

The variety of things put up for sale is astonishing - dishes, books, used clothing, tools, tires, old wigs, empty bottles, bicycles, kitchen gadgets, furniture. A man in Atlanta, Georgia, even sold a full-size replica of a 1931 Ford automobile.

Why would Americans want to shop by rummaging* among someone else's castoffs?

Rising living costs are mentioned by almost everyone as a reason both for holding sales and for attending them. The seller makes a little extra money and the buyer saves quite a lot, since garage-sale items usually are priced at a fraction of their original cost.


But beyond that, they're fun. Neighbours enjoy chatting and meeting new people, and some families even serve refreshments. 


Some people have made garage-sale shopping into a hobby; they spend their weekends going from sale to sale, hoping to run across a real treasure. Says one long-time weekend bargain hunter, "In the back of your mind you have the hope of finding some fabulous painting tucked away somewhere or something else of great value for a bargain price." 


How long will all this enthusiasm continue? Says one recent seller, "Some day the people who are buying are bound to be faced with the same problem we had - getting rid of this junk."

* rummage–turn things over or disarrange them while searching for sth.

CONTENT POINTS

	MAJOR CONTENT POINTS TO BE INCLUDED

	· The Ericksons make a successful garage sale.
· An astonishing variety of things put on sale.
· Topic statement: the number of garage sales is on the increase in America.
      Reasons (support for topic statement):

          - rising living costs (seller makes a little profit, buyer saves a lot)

          - garage sales are fun (social events)

          - garage sales shopping is a hobby for some people 

· Outcome: some day shoppers will need to get rid of the junk they have bought.


MODEL SUMMARY

(139 words)

THE GREAT AMERICAN GARAGE SALE

Some time ago the Erickson family decided to get rid of the junk they did not need any more. After advertising in various ways they made a garage sale, in which they managed to sell nearly all their unwanted items and made a small profit.

You can find more and more such informal garage sales in the USA, in which an amazingly wide selection of both practical and useless things are offered.

Due to increasing living expenses such sales are mutually beneficial for both the seller and buyer. Besides financial advantages such sales provide excellent opportunities for socializing. There are some people who have developed visiting these sales into a pastime treasure hunt.  

Garage sales are likely to remain popular, as sooner or later, present customers will also need to dispose of the useless articles they have piled up. 

